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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Board Meeting Agenda
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

 Welcome and Remarks

 Roll Call and Agenda

Board Meeting Agenda
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Consent Agenda

 Previous Board Meeting Minutes Approval

 Budget Report
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Board Meeting Minutes – May 8, 2024
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Board Meeting Minutes – May 8, 2024
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Board Meeting Minutes – May 8, 2024



8

Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
FY 2024 Program Based Budget

Program Name FY 2023 
Expenditures FY 2024 Current Budget

State Federal Other Total

Business Enterprise 
Program $2,925,020 $336,906 $2,443,269 - $2,769,410

Departmental 
Administration 9,535,556 2,504,607 7,846,048 284,597 10,567,432

Disability 
Adjudication 
Services

57,949,199 - 66,908,724 - 66,908,724

Georgia Industries 
for the Blind 5,010,339 82,045 - 4,365,888 4,365,888

Vocational 
Rehabilitation 70,390,121 24,037,721 69,425,542 5,063,038 98,517,151

Total $145,810,235 $26,961,279 $146,623,583 $9,713,523 $183,128,605
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
FY 2025 Program Based Budget

Program Name FY 2024 
Expenditures FY 2025 Current Budget

State Federal Other Total

Business Enterprise 
Program $2,673,619 $335,972 $2,443,269 - $2,779,241

Departmental 
Administration 9,672,203 2,908,950 7,846,048 284,597 11,039,595

Disability 
Adjudication 
Services

55,981,717 - 65,972,102 - 65,972,102

Georgia Industries 
for the Blind 5,434,708 - - 4,365,888 4,365,888

Vocational 
Rehabilitation 88,322,632 25,752,292 69,425,042 5,063,038 100,240,372

Total $162,084,879 $28,997,214 $145,686,461 $9,713,523 $184,397,198



Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
GVRS Board Meeting

Chris Wells, Executive Director
Chris.Wells@gvs.ga.gov 
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
Agency Spotlight – Employees of the Month for FY 2024

Alfred Wheeler
VR Supervisor
Dublin Office

Kathy Riner
Intake Specialist

Dublin Office

Aszure Odum
Intake Specialist
Columbus Office
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
Agency Spotlight – Employees of the Month for FY 2024

Erica Shedd
Administrative Assistant

Program Support

Gwen Lesperance
District Admin. Assistant

District 1

Treasure Hight
Counselor

Columbus Office

Jessica Sanford
Counselor

Lafayette Office

Cara Lofton
District Admin. Assistant

District 8

Moses Little
Specialty Counselor

Athens Office

Sarah Pham
GL Accountant 4

Fiscal Services, Atlanta

Hope Pounds
Procurement Manager

Disability Adjudication Services



Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
Roosevelt Warm Springs Update

Chip Medders, Residential Services Director
Dennis.Medders@gvs.ga.gov 

mailto:Dennis.Medders@gvs.ga.gov


Roosevelt 
Warm Springs  

#RWS-2.0  



Low Voltage Wiring

Current PATHWAY Offerings
Low Voltage Wiring

Certified Nursing Asst. 
(C.N.A)

Auto Detailing

Hospitality

Retail (CVS)

Logistics/Warehousing

Heavy Equipment
Operator

(Excavator & Bulldozer)

* * All program offerings 
allow the opportunity to 

earn nationally accredited 
industry certifications ! * *



New PATHWAY Options Coming soon 
!  Construction Jumpstart

Components Including:
- Framing/Carpentry

- Light HVAC & Plumbing
- Landscape Maintenance & Design

w/ Small Engine Repair

Pharmacy Technician
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Center for Therapeutic Recreation (CTR)



More CTR and Campus Amenities



TOURS
Transition Tour

• Specifically for high school students
• General overview of certification programs 

offered at RWS
• Tour of campus

Parent -Student Tour

School Faculty Tour
• Specifically for teachers and school staff
• Gain better understanding of certification 

programs
• Tour of campus
• Learn key steps to begin process of 

transitioning a high school student to RWS

• Specifically for parents and their child
• Introduction to RWS
• Tour of Campus
• Exposure to certification programs

706-655-5000



Current Admissions Process 

Already a VR Client? Not a VR Client?
• Contact your VR counselor or reach out to RWS 

directly at rws.csc.referrals@gvs.ga.gov to receive 
an application for admission and information on 
admissions criteria

• Admission decision made within 10 business days 
of receipt of completed application and required 
supporting documents

• Clients will be notified directly by RWS staff of 
their admissions status (admissions packet if 
accepted to RWS, referral to local field counselor 
for additional supports if criteria is not met)

• Contact Niki Watts at Elizabeth.Watts@gvs.ga.gov 
OR reach out to your local VR counselor

• RWS staff will work with applicant to determine if 
they are eligible for VR services and if they meet 
RWS admissions criteria (determination with in 10 
days) 

• If the applicant is eligible for VR services and 
meets criteria for admissions, counselor will notify 
the client and work with them to develop an IPE

• If the applicant does not meet RWS criteria, they 
will be notified by RWS staff and the case will be 
transferred to local field office to develop an 
optional plan for supports. 
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
Residential Services Pathways

RWS Pathway Options
• Low Voltage/Light Electrical
• CNA (Certified Nursing Assistant)
• Logistics/Warehouse
• Hospitality
• Auto Detailing
• CVS/Retail
• Heavy Equipment Operator

RWS Future Pathway Options
• Groundskeeping
• Pharmacy Tech 
• Construction Jumpstart

Pathway Aug 23 
Enrollment

Jan 24 
Enrollment

Aug 24 
Enrollment

CVS/Retail 7 14 17

Logistics 3 12 14

Hospitality 5 15* 20

Low-Voltage 1 7 18

Auto-Detailing 0 9 12

Certified Nursing 
Assistant

0 5 6

Heavy Equipment 0 0 9

Total Enrollment 16 62 96

*8 Students approved and enrolled in the Hospitality Pathway were either 
no-shows or left within the first few weeks, reducing the number to 15.



Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
Georgia CTI 

Mary Donahue, Executive Director
Georgia Career & Technical Instruction, Inc. (CTI)
GeorgiaCTI@gmail.com

mailto:GeorgiaCTI@gmail.com




Executive Director
Georgia Career & Technical Instruction, INC (CTI) 
Phone: 678.617.0439
Email: georgiacti@gmail.com

MaryDavisDonahue

mailto:georgiacti@gmail.com


BRAVES with GVRA!



G.R.O.W with GVRA!



In-School Pre-ETS with GVRA!



GVRA/CTIPartnership

Serving2500+studentsperyear

CTI and GVRA have worked to strengthen

the local school contacts and VR

Counselor relationship, helping to identify

qualified high school students for VR 

support and increasing the Pre-ETS and

client base.



GVRA/CTIPartnership
VR Enrolled Students Served by Georgia CTI 
BRAVES DAY: 386 Students

G.R.O.W: 661 Students
In-School Pre-ETS: 231 Students
Georgia CTI Conferences:
244 September/ 461 November/ 572 April 
Conference Total: 1,277 Students

Serving2500+studentsperyear







Foundedin 
1975

Georgia is the only state to 

offer a CTSO serving

students with disabilities

enrolled in CTAE programs.

Georgia CTI is an organization which provides an 

avenue for students with disabilities to:

• Learn self-advocacy

• Be exposed to and explore multiple
career interests.

• Gain skills needed for a successful
transition into the workforce.

• Georgia CTI offers a low-risk setting for
our students to hone the employment skills 
needed to enter the workforce
successfully!

Serving 12,000 students in

100+ local school programs.

Serving12,000studentsin100+programs.

Opportunities



GeorgiaCareer TechnicalStudent
Organization(CTSO)
501(c)(3)Non-ProfitOrganization

The National Research Center reports that the more students participate in

CTSO activities, the higher their academic motivation, academic engagement,

grades, career self-efficacy, college aspirations, and employability skills.



Georgia CTSOs



THANK YOU GVRA!







Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services
GVRS Board New Business & Old Business

Tom Wilson, Chairman
GVRS_Board@gvs.ga.gov 
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services
GVRS Board Public Comments & Adjournment

Tom Wilson, Chairman
GVRS_Board@gvs.ga.gov 
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