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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services Board
May 8, 2024
1:00 P.ML
Virtual — Teams Meeting

Board Meeting Agenda

1:00 pm Opening Tom Wilson
Chair
1:05 pm Welcome and Remarks Tom Wilson
Chair
1:10 pm Roll Call and Agenda Tom Wilson
Chair
1:15 pm Consent Agenda Tom W:';son
Chair

+ Board Meeting Minutes Approval
+ Budget Report

+ Annual Repori
1:20 pm GVRA Update Chris Wells
GVRA Executive Director
1:30 pm Public Affairs/Communications Update Carla Murphy

e External C L cations Director of Public Affairs/Communications

o GVRA Website Redesign
Update/Plans
o Success Stories
o Making it Easier for Districts
to Request Outreach Materials
+ Intemnal Communications
o Internal Newsletters

1:50 pm New Business/Old Business Tom Wilson
s Anmual Election of Officers Chair

2:10 pm *Public Comments/Adjournment Tom Wilson
Chair

* Individuals are allowed up fo five (3) minutes for public comment The board asks that individuals seeling
to gffer public comments provide written notice in advance or upon completion of the meeting.
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Consent Agenda
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* Previous Board Meeting Minutes Approval
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* Budget Report




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Board Meeting Minutes — March 13, 2024

MEETING MINUTES OF THE
GEORGIA VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICES BOARD
March 13, 2024
1:00 PM —2:15 PM
State Botanical Garden of Georgia, 2450 S. Milledge Avenue, Athens, Georgia 30603

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:

Tom Wilson, Chair Suzanne Dooley
Fave Perdue. Vice Chair Louise Hill
Sandy Adams, Secretary Vincent Martin (attended virtually)
Craig Camuso James Defoor (attended virtually)
Jane McCall
GWVRA Executive Director Chris Wells,

Non-Member

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:
Johnathan Tavlor

Opening, Welcome, and Invocation

GVRS Board Chair Tom Wilson welcomed everyone in attendance, and the meeting was called
to order at 1:01 p.m. Mrs. Adams, Board Secretary, delivered the mvocation.

Approval of Agenda and Consent Agenda

Chairman Wilson performed a roll call and recommended approval of the agenda and the
Consent Agenda, consisting of the following:

» Approve Board Meeting Minutes from Previous Session
* Approve Budget Report

On motion of Vice Chair Perdue. seconded by Secretary Adams. and unanimously camried. the
Board approved the agenda as presented.

GVERA Staff Updates/Reports:

Executive Director Report — Executive Director Chris Wells

Agency Spothghts
» Executive Director Wells recognized the following employees:

December emplovee of the month.

- Treasure Hight. a VR Counselor for the Columbus office in District 5. was chosen as the
January emplovee of the month.

- Lauren Knox, a retired VR emplovee, retumed to the agency in her former role as Interim
Director of Client Services.

- Jessica Sanford, a VR Counselor for the Lafayette office in District 1. was chosen as the
GVRA fay
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Board Meeting Minutes — March 13, 2024

MEETING MINUTES OF THE

GEORGIA VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICES BOARD
March 13, 2024

Page 2 of 3

House Bills 915 and 916

» Executive Director Wells provided information on House Bill 915 — the amended Fiscal Year
2024 budget. House Bill 916 — the Fiscal Year 2025 adjustments and the Fiscal Year 2025
Capital Funding.

Wocational Rehabilitation Updates

s Executive Director Wells shared that the turnover rate for Counselors has improved from
13% m FY 2022 to 3% in FY2023 following the improvement in counselors™ pay. He also
stated that the number of Counselors has increased from 86 in FY2020 to 130 in FY2024.

» He further provided a breakdown of the number of Counselors and Pre-Employment
Specialists from FY2019 — FY2024.

» Executive Director Wells also provided vpdates regarding the increased funding and
contracts for the following:

- Georgia Radio Reading Service

- Centers for Independent Living (CILs) and Statewide Independent Living Council (SILC)
- Frends of Disabled Adults and Chaldren (FODAC)

- BlazeSports

- Tommy Nobis Center (TINC)

- Bobby Dodd Institute (BDI)

- Partnering with the Atlanta Braves

Legislative Update — John Pilerim. Legislative & Governmental Affairs Liaison

+ Mr Pilgrim spoke to the current bills that are awaiting approval by the House or Senate
related to Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation clients and the Agency.

Business Relations Update — Leon Allen, Jr.. Business Relations Manager

» DMr Allen briefed the Board on what the Business Relations team does, how the Agency
benefits from their efforts. the key principles of VR Business Eelations and Engagement, and
the different outreach approaches the team uses.

* The Business Relations team has also provided disability etiquette awareness training to the
Menwether County Rotary Club.

0Old Business/New Business

Chairman Wilson reviewed the following items with the Board:

» Project SEARCH — This program 1s a wonderful opportunity for GVRA. Jeff Allen and his
team have worked hard to bring this program as a collaboration with GVRA and hope to
transition it to GVEA in October.

e The May 8th GVES Board meeting will be held virtually.
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MEETING MINUTES OF THE

GEORGIA VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICES BOARD
March 13, 2024

Page 3 of 3

* The August 14% GVRS Board Meeting will be held at Roosevelt Warm Springs

¢ The October 9% GVRS Board meeting will be held in Perry. Georgia at the Georgia National
Fairgrounds durning GVRA Day at the Far.

Public Comment & Adjournment

Chairman Wilson opened the floor for public comment. As there was no public comment, he
called for a motion to adjourn.

On motion of Mrs. McCall. seconded by Vice Chair Perdue, the board unanimously voted to
adjourn the meeting at 1:54 pm.




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

FY 2024 Agency Budget Comparison — 04.30.2024

Category Tota.ll Current Percent to
Expenditures Budget Budget

Personal Services $60,853,890 $90,702,217 67%
Regular Operating Expenses 5,263,728 6,297,731 84%
Motor Vehicle Expenses - - -

Equipment 547,095 252,340 217%
IT Expenditures 3,189,029 5,077,689 63%
Real Estate Rentals 6,317,288 7,720,942 82%
Telecommunications 1,023,545 2,354,998 43%
Capital Projects/Outlay 670,747 - -

Contractual Services 6,978,517 13,875,564 50%
Transfers - 135,000 -

Grants and Benefits 2,644,426 3,370,049 78%
Other 403,306 664,478 61%
DAS Case Services 12,104,602 21,060,000 57%
VR Case Services 19,931,034 31,787,377 63%
Total Expenditures $119,927,208 | $183,298,385 65%




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
GVRS Board Meeting

Chris Wells, Executive Director
Chris.Wells@gvs.ga.gov

GVRA
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

Agency Spotlight

Gwen Lesperance is the February employee of the month. Gwen is the
District Administrator for District 1 in the LaFayette office.

Gwen happily assists new employees in her district to feel welcomed,
teaching them the ropes with a positive attitude, and is always available
to help with any questions or concerns.

Gwen has served GVRA for 18 years in a variety of positions such as:
District Administrative Assistant, Field Services Assistant, Counselor
Assistant, and Rehabilitation Job Readiness Specialist.

10




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

Agency Spotlight

Erica Shedd is the March employee of the month and serves as the
Administrative Assistant 2, for Client Services, the Policy & Compliance
Program, and supports the State Rehabilitation Counselor.

Erica is very knowledgeable and eager to provide help to anyone in need of
assistance. She goes above and beyond to assist the other administrative
assistants. Other district administrative assistants have said, “I really don't
know what we would do without her. If she does not know the answer to a
question, we may have she always says let me find out and | will let you
know. We are beyond thankful to have her in our corner.”

Erica serves in each role seamlessly and with a positive attitude, grace, and
kindness and is the epitome of customer service and organization.

11




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

Agency Spotlight

GVRA

Moses Little, a GVRA Specialty Counselor in Athens, was appointed
by Governor Brian P. Kemp to serve as a member of the State
Rehabilitation Council (SRC) on April 1st. The SRC is a federally
mandated oversight board appointed by the Governor to represent a
broad range of individuals with disabilities and non-disabled
stakeholders, including family members, employers, counselors, and
educators. The board works in partnership with GVRA to assist people
with disabilities in achieving employment and independence. Mr. Little
was also selected as the GVRA October employee of the month.

Moses is a graduate of Georgia State University with a B.A. in
Psychology and a minor in Educational Psychology. He earned his
Masters in Rehabilitation Counseling from Mercer University in Atlanta.
Moses primarily serves the blind/low vision community as the District 3
Blind/Low Vision counselor. Moses has also worked facilitating
substance abuse groups. He is currently in school at Mississippi State
University in the Vision Specialist Program.

12




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Executive Director’s Update

*

Federal 2023 Monitoring Report
s Employee Pulse Survey
s Appreciation Week

s Appropriations Act

GVRA
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

Public Affairs & Communications Update

Carla Murphy, Public Affairs/Communications Director
Carla.Murphy@gvs.ga.gov

GVRA
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

External Communications

External Website Highlights

GVRA

Website is managed in collaboration with GVRA Information Technology (IT) Department.
Public Affairs Department is responsible for content (including imagery) and look & feel.

Recent redesign follows a Georgia Technology Authority/Digital Services & Solutions refresh of
templates used by state agencies.

Homepage has been redesigned and additional webpages created to support and promote programs
and initiatives.

Webpages and documents are currently undergoing a review for updates and to ensure accessibility
for audiences.

Website traffic has increased significantly since start of fiscal year — with more than 13,500 visits a
month in July 2023 to more than 19,600 visits a month as of April 2024.




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

External Website

Homepage

Header
Banners
HERO Image
Mission
Statement

ps//gvs.gecrgia.gov

gf;““é} GEORGIA VOCATIONAL
 J

[ . REHABILITATION AGENCY

GVRA Client Services Policy Manual Click here to read the manual.

Open Enrollment for Providers

Click here for to learn how to become a GVRA provider.

Our Mission

Our mission is to serve Georgians with disabilities to

empower them to live independently.

‘ GET TO KNOW Us = ‘
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

External Website

Homepage

Online Referral
Calls to Action
Quick Links

- Geongia Viocational Rehabilitation x

https://gvs.georgia.gov

Apply for Services

If you have a permanent disability and are seeking employment or need
services to support your current job, please complete the referral form.
Our Customer Care unit will direct you to the appropriate office and

answer any questions you may have.

ONLINE REFERRAL <
FORM

Quick Links

* Providers and Prospective Providers * Georgia State Rehabilitation Council
(SRC) Board

= Ticket to Work
* GVRA Publications

= |ndependent Living Services

* Forums Every Other Tuesday

* Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation
Services (GVRS) Board = Apply for Social Security Benefits |

Bud McCall Grant

Effective January 2024, the state of
Georgia will offer the Ceorgia Vocational
Rehabilitation Agency (GVRA) Bud McCall
Post-Secondary Vocational Rehabilitation
Grant to students with disabilities seeking
post-secondary opportunities and other

Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) services.

LEARN MORE =

17




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

External Website

* = Georgla Vocational Rehabilitation x 1

Homepage

* Promotional Tiles

Vocational
Rehabilitation
Services

Roosevelt Warm e Transition from

Springs School to Work

Social Security Buy Georgia
Disability Benefits Industries for the Find an Office Resources

Determinations Blind Products

18




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

External Website

Homepage

e Success Stories
e Call to Action

GVRA

) hitpsi//gvs.georgia.gov

= Georgia Viocational Rehabilitatioc

SUCCESS STORIES

GVRA Provides
Lifeline to UGA Grad

May 01, 2024

| wear my disabilities openly, like
badges of honor that tell the story of
my resilience,” said Bailey McNeir, a
client of the Georgia Vocational
Rehabilitati...

Licensed Vendor
Succeeds in Business,
Serves as Mentor to
Blind Youth

April 01, 2024

“My goal is not only to operate a
successful business, but to become a
mentor for youth who are blind,” said
Shelby Ball, a visually impaired vendor
in the Geo...

Join Us for GVRA Day
with the Atlanta
Braves!

The Georgia Vocational
Rehabilitation Agency (GVRA) is
inviting 2,000 students to
participate in career exploration
and other activities with the
Atlanta Braves at Truist Park! This
event, along with a reserved ticket
to attend the Braves game, is free
to eligible Gecrgia high school
students with a disability.

CLICK HERE TO
LEARN MORE
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

External Website

* = Georgia Yocational Rehabilitatic'  » great white pefican - Search

Homepagel FOOter \ - G0 @ W . .

« Contact Information How can we help? About Us
 About Us Links %S CALLUS Work for GVRA

Primary: (844) 367-4872 Lesdershio Team
 Additional Links

Report Fraud, Waste, and

Abuse
@ ONLINE CONTACT FORM
Email Us Service of Process Designee
® HOURS
Monday to Friday, 08:00 a.m. - 05:00 p.m.
Eastern Time Zone
© Georgia.gov  Accessibility Privacy/Security Website powered by GovHub

Human Trafficking Notice  Georgia Web Analytics
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

External Website

Interior Landing R

(3 hitps://gws.georgia.gov/get-know-us/boards-councils

I age {3} = Getto Know Us = Boards & Councils

« Board Overview Gt e Kineras U

. Agendas/Minutes — Boards & Councils

Executive Director

° Boa rd PresentathnS The Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services (GVRS)

board's nine members provide oversight and guidance to

“ ) . Publications v the agency through its executive director.
« “Get to Know” Us Links

Individuals are allowed up to five (5) minutes for public

° Logo Request Form Resources v comment when attending the GVRS board meeting in

person. The board asks that individuals seeking to offer

public comments provide written notice in advance or upon

Visian and Mission completion of the meeting. You may contact the Board

at GVRS_Board@gvs.ga.gov.
HOMUE & CORniclls Meet the GVRS Board

For Agendas

District Map
For Minutes

Logo Request Form For Presentations

21




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

External Website

Interior Page

 Overview of
Transition Services

* Quick links related
to RWS, Pathways
& Summer GROW

* Overview of Cave
Spring Center

* Pathways to
Partnerships Grant

» Additional links for
RWS

GVRA

= Roosevelt Warm Springs | Georn X w  Atlanta news, Georgia news, Bre: X

B  https://gws.georgia.gov/transition-school-work/roosevelt-warm-springs

* Learn More About RWS
Transition Services

. n t RW
For almost a century, the campus has Contact RWS

embraced the tenets of public service, * Directions to RWS

Pre-Employment Transition :
technological advancement, program

Services . . _ i
diversity and continuing education for = Donate

Ceorgians with disabilities.
£ * RWS Services

Roosevelt Warm Vocational Rehabilitation

Today, Roosevelt Warm Springs’

Springs

comprehensive rehabilitation center
remains a national treasure and a Georgia
RWS Pathways "point-of-pride."

We invite you to visit our National Historic

Get Ready for Landmark campus whenever you are in the
Opportunities in Work area.
(GROW)

Please contact us at (706) 655-5000 for
additional information.
Cave Spring Center

Pathways to Partnerships
Grant Project

v

2 LEPC L AED WS @ T
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Website Analytics

Fiscal Year 2024 Analytics

10 Most Viewed Webpages (April 1- 30, 2024)

July 2023 13,531 Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

August 2023 15,771 Roosevelt Warm Springs | Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
September 2023 14,769 Vocational Rehabilitation | Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
October 2023 17,759 Map of all our locations

November 2023 13,876 Contact Us | Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

December 2023 12,136 Provider Management | Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
January 2024 17,395 Bud McCall Grant | Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
February 2024 17,030 Disability Adjudication Services Information | Georgia Vocational
March 2024 18,583 Rehabilitation Agency

April 2024 19,616 The Application Process | Roosevelt Warm Springs

GVRA Get to Know Us | Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

Success Stories

Carla Murphy, Public Affairs/Communications Director
Carla.Murphy@gvs.ga.gov

GVRA
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Success Stories

' Georgia Yocational Rehabilitation Agency - GVRA
A Published by SocialPilot @ - May 2 at 3:01AM - @

Success Story on Website & Social Media

Meet Shelby Ball, a former GVRA client who is now operating her cwn business in
SUCCESS STORIES Atlanta, thanks to help from the Business Enterprise Program. Read more about
Shelby's story on our websitc: https://gvs.gecorgiz.gov;/.../licensed-vendor-succeceds...

GVRA Provides @ N A
Lifeline to UGA Grad

May 01, 2024
“l wear my disabilities openly, like s
badges of honor that tell the story of
my resilience," said Bailey McNeir, a
client of the Georgia Vocational Shelby Ball is licensed to
Rehabilitati_ operate vending stands in
public buildings. She
currently manages snack
bars at the Sam Nunn
. . Federal Building and the
Licensed Vendor Succeeds in e e
_ Business, Serves as Mentor to Blind of Public Safety
E=l| w headquarters in Atlanta.

Youth

April 01, 2024

gvs.ga.gov

See insights and ads Boost post




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Success Stories

Success Story Flyers

GYVER ‘
A Meet Former GVRA Client ’

ALANNA REEGE

o8 8 s s s s s 8 880

From the bme she was & young girl, Or. Alanna Rescs knew she wanted to work with
animals, Throughout her childheod In Parry, she enjoysd gymnastics, horssback naing,
and taking care of ner cais.

Resce attendsd public schools In her nometown but graduated from & home-schog
snvironmant. She credits her parents with encouraging her to pursue her goal of working
with animais and to apply for GVRA sarvicas.

Afier gradusting from high scheol, Resce wanied to pursus posi-seconcary education, so
she applled fo GWRA for tultlon assistance. The financial support she racalved from
SVRA allowed ner o attend the University of Georgla, whers she earned a bachsiors
depras In vetarinary ecience. She spent savan years as a GVRA cliant, and In 2023 she
completed ner plan.

“The GVRA staff was welcoming, but sometimes the process
was a little complicated. The counselors work side-by-side with
you, however, to make your dreams come true.”

Resca Is currantly working as & veterinarian at Houston Lake Animeal Hospital
n Warner Robins, G&. White mast of the work she performs Ie at the clinic,
she sometimes fravels to pet owners' homes. “During the home visits,
| typically administer at-noma vaccings and parionm weliness eXams
ranging from nealtny fo ear infections, and slok exams,” she stated.
“I glso perform at-nome uthenasia to help animels cross ovar the
Ralnbow Bridgs peacefully In the comfort of thelr own homas.”

Raaca says her participation In services offered by
SVRA confributed to ner succass, “The GVRA staff ®
was walcoming, but somatimes the process was a littis f& »
complicated,” she observed, “The counssiors work
slde-by-slda with you, nowsver, to maks your dreams
come trus. | would recommend GVRA to anyons who
qualifies for services,” sha adasd.

O & gL oV Georgia Vocational Rehabiltation Agancy B44-38T-4872

-,
Meet Former GVRA Client

NATHAN JDHNSON

[ I I I CIE O I N ]

Mathan Johnson Sr. knew his son, Wathan Jonnson Jr., neaded profassional guldance fo
shape ine diraction his IIfe was taking. As & teenager, Nathan nad worked 88 a bapging
clerk at & grocary store, but ne didn't feel like tha grocsry business wes & viable carasr
option, “My &on had been dlagnosed with & mikd intellectual and speech disablity,” sald
Jonhnson, “Because he has & language Impadiment, | wanted to help him find suitable
amployment. Whan | visiied our locsl WorkSourca office, they put me in contact with
EVRA,” Johnson confinuad.

After [saming about options offerad through GVRA, Johnson discuseed the possiolity of
participating In vocaflonal ranablitation (VR) ssrvices with nis son. Oncs he understood
fhe options that were evallable to him, Mathan, now 22 years old, agreed to sesk

EVRA sarvicas,

“I'm grateful to the GVRA staff for everything they have done
for Nathan. | would wholeheartedly recommend GVRA to
parents of exceptional children who are in need of services.”

In March of 2023, Nathan accompaniad nis fethar to the GVRA Statesboro office o
complsts ihe VR Intake procass, His case was assigned to VR Counssior Lisa Jones.
“Natnan was very shy, but ne was motivated fo work. Onoe | recalved nis psychological
evaluation results, | reached out fo Nathan and to his tether so togather we could create
an Ingividuaiized Plan for Emplioyment (IPE}. Arter the plan was estaniished, Nathan
could begin recelving GVRA services,” Jones sald, As a result, Jones refered him to
Progressive Ablitties, a non-profit that offers supported employment servicss.

Mathan's case was assignaed to Christy Reddick, &
suppartad employment epecialist wno helpsd Mathan
composa his rasuma, apply oniing, and esslisted nim
with nis Interviewing skilis. Matnan began working at
FadEx In August of 2023, Looking to the future,
Mathan sxpéained working at FedEx Ground Is &
good Joo that allows nim to condribute to nis
nousshold, “But 1 like walching feotball and basketoall,
aspecially University of Georgla (IUGA) footoall and
oaexatball, So maybe someday | will waork In spors
mansgement,” ne statad.

Georgia Vocstional Rehabiltation Agency

gva.ga.gov

GVER! .
> Meet Former GVEA Client

SHELBY BALL

- &e e s s s N W

My goal Is not only o operata a successtul business, but to becoma a mentor for youth
who are blind,” seld Shelby Bal, a visually Impaired vendor in ine Georgla Vocationa
Rahablitation Agency's (GWRA) Business Entanpeise Program (BEP). *I wiould llka to
provide a ssnse of encouragement io blind young peopla. | want tnem to know now BEP
can beneflt their Iives.”

Ball, wnao s originally from Onio but moved to Georgla In 1886, Initlally nad misconcaplions
about ine Business Enterpriss Program. “Before dolng research, | thougnt this program was
designad fo employ senlor clilzens,” she said. “After researching It, | realizad ihis program
peneflts all aga groups. IS for peopls who want to become entrepreneurs In wending.”

Ball entnuslasiically accepted the opportunity to parbicipete in BEP In August of 2022,

“I bagan training that folliowing Octobar. Throughout the program, | neve feit as thougn |
enrolled In 8 minl-pusiness collegs course,” she notad. “In 2023, | compietad my training
and subsequently was awarded a facility. My provisional period began In July of 2023, and
a few montns later | bacame & llcensad vendor.”

“BEP has given me a sense of belonging, with the support of
my trainer and the VR team, I've learned how to be my own boss
and to be successful. I'm earning an income, so my family is
becoming financially stable.”

Ball Is licensad to operate vending stands In puniic Dulldings, She currently Mansgss snack
oars at the Sam Munn Fedaral Bullding and the Geongia Department of Public Safaty
neadguarters In Atlanta.

‘When asked about ner day-fo-day responsibitties, Ball
sald she marchandisas the snack bar and engages with
customers to ensure they nave a poetive experience.
She also manages two part-time employess.

A singla parent, Baill spends tme away from ner joo
ralsing har three young sons In Cobb County.

“My ovarall expsriancs with BEP has besn smooin,”
sald Ball. "GVRA confinuas fo assist me a greal deal.
| am grateful for the support | recelve,”

gve.ga.gov Georgia Vocational Rehabiltation Agency B44-36T-4872
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

Outreach/Outreach Materials

Carla Murphy, Public Affairs/Communications Director
Carla.Murphy@gvs.ga.gov

GVRA
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Agency Outreach Materials (Who We Are)

V4

@

HERE TO
HELP YOU
ACHIEVE

SUCCESS

GVRA serves Georgians with
dizabilities to empower them to
work and live independent lives.

[Bdd) 367-4872

WRW_JVS.[R0rgia.gav

SEORGIA WOCATIORAL
REHABILITATION ASERCY

Who We Are
Georgla Viocational Renablitadon Agency (SURA) 15

Qur Divisions

« \ipcational Rehabllitation [WR)

Provides serdces for Individuals with dissbiifes
whio weant o work or maingain thelr cumsnt jobs.
Rooeevelf Warm Springe (RWS)/Cawe Spring
Cffer academic suppori, Job training, and career
opporuniies o shadents in & residential,
college-ike environment

Dizabiiity Adjudication Services [DAS)
Frocesses clalms and determines: Sodal Seourky
[D=neiR eligiiity Tor Indriduals who cannot work
due fo iher disablibes.

- Buslnass Enterprise Program (BEP)

Heips visusily-impaired Georg lans become
Ind=pendent business ounars In the food
sErdlce Indusing

+ Georgla Industries for the Blind |GIE)

‘Creafes job opporienibies for indlv idsals who ars
Dind or vissally-impained.

Eligibility
o qualEy for our 5anvicas, your dsabily must be

permanent and affect your sbity o work. Senices
will b based on your Indhvidual nesds for the

pUrposS of Working.
Contact Us
(W (ea4) 3579872

gvs.geargiagov

GEORGIA VOCATIONAL
REHABILITATION AGENCY

BUILD A
SKILLED AND
RELIABLE
WORKFORCE

GVRA Business Relations partners
with organizations seeking a reliable
workforce by connecting them to
skilled individuals with disabilities.

© (844) 3674872 @ ovs.georgia.gov

GEORGIA VOCATIONAL
REHABILITATION AGENCY

-

Benefits to Businesses

* (Gain access to job candidates with a variety of
educational and vocational backgrounds.

» Reduce turnover costs with employees who
exhibit long-term loyalty.

« Receive tax credits and incentives ranging from
$2,400-515,000.

Services to Businesses

Our team will help your business recruit, hire or
retain workers with disabilities. GVRA
Employment Relations professionals provide the
following to businesses at no cost:

= Recruitment — Refemral of prescreened and
qualified candidates based on your
business’s needs.

» Job Retention — Post Hire follow ups from our
employment consultants.

« On the Job Training OJT — Wage
reimbursement for job fraining/job fryout.

» Education and Training — Staff training on
disability awareness and etiquette,
accommodations, and ADA education.

» Accommeodation and Retention Services —
Identifying job accommeodations or worksite
modifications barriers to support
current employees who develop or
acquire a disability.

» Consultation — Technical assistance with
disability-related issues.

Contact Us

For more information
about our Business
Relations services, call us
at 844-367-4872. You may
also scan the QR code

or visit our website

at gvs.ga.gov.

NP
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Pre-Employment Transition Services Outreach Materials

YOU CAN ACHIEVE

WITH OQUR HELP

Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation
Agency provides support for students
with disabilities ready to explore career
and education opportunities after
graduation. For more information,

visit our website or call us at the number
given below.

www.gvs.georgia.gov (B44) 367-4872

%

Georgia Vocational
Rehabilitation Agency

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS
AFTER HIGH SCHOOL?

GVRA provides support for
students with disabilities ready to
explore career and educational
opportunities after high school.

Contact Us!
O (B44) 3674872

O gvs.georgia.gov EE%'

&

Y¥OU CAN ACHIEVE

SUCCE

WITH OUR HE

Georgia Vocational
Rehabilitation Agency

SS

LP

GWVRA provides suppart Tor students
with dizabifiies resdy 1o axplon cansar
and aducational apportunities after
graduation. For mors infomation,

wigil our websls or call us.

[B44) BET-4E7T2

PRE-EMPLOYMENT
TRANSITION SERVICES

» Self-Advocacy Instruction

» Job Exploration Counseling

« Work-Based Learning

+ Counseling on Education/Training
Options

« Workplace Readiness Training

PROCESS TO
RECEIVE PRE-ETS

= SIGNED PARENTAL

[ s PERMISSION FORM
COPY OF IEP,504 PLAN, OR ﬂ?

DISABILITY DOCUMENTATION |&=] ]

Lﬁh % GVRA COLLABORATES
( Eimi#@ witH HiGH sScCHOOL

PRE-ETS PROVIDED BY ED
GVRA STAFF OR &-I%]rj

CONTRACTED PROVIDERS

TRANSITION OPTIONS
AFTER HIGH SCHOOL

LOCAL/RESIDENTIAL INCLUSIVE POST
VOCATIONAL TRAINING SECONDARY EDUCATION

- Roosewvalt Warm Springs - Collegas Efﬁ
+ Cave Spring Centar + Universities Eixa
» Digability Specific Certers . Technical Colleges m/TTm
« GVRA Local 0O -

Training Providars WORK = Fi

CONTACTUS

For more infarmation about our
Pra-Employment Sarvices, contact

your Vocational Rehabilitation {WVR)
counsalor or Gall us at B44-367-4872.
You also may scan tha OR Code ar visit
our websile at gvs.gagov.
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Bud McCall Outreach Materials
Poster
Postcard

Georgia Vocational
Rehabilitation Agency

GVRA
GVRA presents the

Bud
MccCall
Grant

Up to $17,725 a year

Georgia Vocational
Rehabilitation Agency

Introducing the

BUD MCCALL
GRANT

Up to $17,725 a year for eligible students

About the Grant

The Bud McCall Grant is awarded to students with disabilities
who are seeking post-secondary and other Vocational Rehabilitation (VR)
services. Undergraduate students and students with an Individualized
Education Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan may be candidates for the grant and
GVRA services. The total annual grant is $17,725 for up to 5 years

GVRA is offering the Bud McCall
Post-Secondary Vocational Rehabilitation
Grant to students with disabilities seeking
post-secondary opportunities.

Contact Us Today!

WWW.gVs.georgia.gov
844-367-4872

Eligibility Requirements
= Must have a permanent disability that results in a substantial impediment
to employment

* Must apply for services and become a GVRA client

« Mustprovide an acceptance letter and complete the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) for an accredited college or university

= Must apply all comparable benefits for which the individual is eligible,
including Pell grants, before applying the Bud McCall Grantto their balance

= Must submit updates to include grades, student account details, and
class sehedule each semester to their counselor to maintain eligibility

Contact Us Today!

Go to referral.gvs.ga.gov to apply online or call us at
(844)367-4872. For more information, visit gvs.ga.gov
or scan the QR code.

Poster

Georgla Vocatlonal
Rehabllitation Agency

GVRA presents the

Bud
McCall
Grant

Up to $17,725 a year

About the Grant

The Bud McCall Grant is to with di
who are seeking post- dary and other i

i Und d i and students with an Individualized
Education Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan may be candidates for the grant and
GVRA services. The total annual grant is $17,725 for up to 5 years.

Eligibility Requirements

» Must have a permanent disability that results in a substantial impediment
to employment

» Must apply for services and become a GVRA client

I B2, P

» Mustprovide an ice letter and lete the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) for an accredited college or university

* Must apply all comparable benefits for which the individual is eligible,
including Pell grants, before applying the Bud McCall Grantto their balance

» Must submit updates to include grades, student account details, and
class each to their to maintain eligibili

Contact Us Today! [=] 3=

Go to referral.gvs.ga.gov to apply online or call us at
(844)367-4872. For more information, visit gves.ga.gov
or scan the QR code.
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Bud McCall Outreach Materials
Poster
Postcard

Georgia Vocational
Rehabilitation Agency

GVRA
GVRA presents the

Bud
MccCall
Grant

Up to $17,725 a year

Georgia Vocational
Rehabilitation Agency

Introducing the

BUD MCCALL
GRANT

Up to $17,725 a year for eligible students

About the Grant

The Bud McCall Grant is awarded to students with disabilities
who are seeking post-secondary and other Vocational Rehabilitation (VR)
services. Undergraduate students and students with an Individualized
Education Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan may be candidates for the grant and
GVRA services. The total annual grant is $17,725 for up to 5 years

GVRA is offering the Bud McCall
Post-Secondary Vocational Rehabilitation
Grant to students with disabilities seeking
post-secondary opportunities.

Contact Us Today!

WWW.gVs.georgia.gov
844-367-4872

Eligibility Requirements
= Must have a permanent disability that results in a substantial impediment
to employment

* Must apply for services and become a GVRA client

« Mustprovide an acceptance letter and complete the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) for an accredited college or university

= Must apply all comparable benefits for which the individual is eligible,
including Pell grants, before applying the Bud McCall Grantto their balance

= Must submit updates to include grades, student account details, and
class sehedule each semester to their counselor to maintain eligibility

Contact Us Today!

Go to referral.gvs.ga.gov to apply online or call us at
(844)367-4872. For more information, visit gvs.ga.gov
or scan the QR code.

Poster

Georgla Vocatlonal
Rehabllitation Agency

GVRA presents the

Bud
McCall
Grant

Up to $17,725 a year

About the Grant

The Bud McCall Grant is to with di
who are seeking post- dary and other i

i Und d i and students with an Individualized
Education Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan may be candidates for the grant and
GVRA services. The total annual grant is $17,725 for up to 5 years.

Eligibility Requirements

» Must have a permanent disability that results in a substantial impediment
to employment

» Must apply for services and become a GVRA client

I B2, P

» Mustprovide an ice letter and lete the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) for an accredited college or university

* Must apply all comparable benefits for which the individual is eligible,
including Pell grants, before applying the Bud McCall Grantto their balance

» Must submit updates to include grades, student account details, and
class each to their to maintain eligibili

Contact Us Today! [=] 3=

Go to referral.gvs.ga.gov to apply online or call us at
(844)367-4872. For more information, visit gves.ga.gov
or scan the QR code.
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Bud McCall Rack Cards
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Goorgia Vocational
Rehabilitation Agency
I\

Bud MccCall
Post-Secondary Vocational
Rehabilitation Grant

Up to $17,725 a year for eligible students

GVRA is offering the Bud McCall Grant to
students with disabilities who are seeking
post-secondary opportunities.

Contact Us Today!

gvs.georgia.gov 844-367-4872

GVRA

Geaorgia Vocational
Rehabilitation Agency
L

Bud MccCall
Post-Secondary Vocational
Rehabilitation Grant

Up to $17,725 a year for eligible students

GVRA is offering the Bud McCall Grant to
students with disabilities who are seeking
post-secondary opportunities.

Contact Us Today!

gvs.georgia.gov 844-367-4872

Georgia Vocational
Rehabilitation Agency

Introducing the
Bud McCall Grant
Up to $17,726 a year for eligible students

GVRA is offering the Bud McCall Grant to
students with disabiliies who are seeking
post-secondary opportunities.

Contact Us Today!

gvs.georgia.gov B844-3G7-4872

About the Grant

The Bud McCall Grant is awarded to students with
disabilities who are seeking post-secondary and
other Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) services.
Undergraduate students and studants with an
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or 504 Plan may
be candidates for the grant and GVRA services.

The total annual grant is $17,725 for up to 5 years.

Eligibility Requirements
# Must have a parmanent disability that results in a
substantial impediment to employment

Must apply for services and bacome a
GVRA chent

= Musltprovide an acceptance letter and complete
the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) for an accredited college or university

& Must apply all comparable benefits for which the
individual is eligible, including Pell grants, before
applying the Bud McCall Grantto thair balance

Must submit updates to include grades, student
account details, and class schedule each semester
to their counselor to maintain eligibility

Contact Us

Go to referral.gvs.ga.gov to apply
online or call us at (B44) 367-4872.
For more information, visit




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services
Outreach Materials (Spanish)

./

GVRA

ESTAMOS
PARA AYUDARLE
AALCANZAR EL

EXITO

La GVRA brinda servicios a personas
con dizcapacidades en Georgia
con el objetivo de empoderarlas

para que trabajen y vivan de manera

independiente.

WEW.gVS.0 (B4d4) I6T-48T2

V%

AGENCIA DE RENABILITACIOR
VOCACIORAL DE GEORGLA

ZOuiénes somos?
La Apencia de Rehabiliackin Viocacional de Geongla
IGecrgla wocatonal Rehatilaton Agency, GUVRA)
=5 una agench estalnl que ayuds & ks personas oo
discanscidades a trabajar y wivir una vids Independiemie.

Nuestras divisiones

= Ashablifackin voososonal (VR)
Eiri el Siarsicioes, DD parsOtas fon dscapes i
o chrsaan TRbaiAr o AN S1S GSpieos deiuales

= Aocsavell Warm Springs (AW 3K Cave 3pring
Tzl

e apoys Baddbmiss,
aporunbiecdes Erieskndles a o8 ealedians
me eecial similar @ ena had

+ Barviclos da adludicackin de dicoapacddad
|Dleabify Adwdicabion Sarvices, DAS)
Trarmits Seleiudes y debamming & dagibikieg
Vers oo Mo el Social do las p-m:‘

Ui 1o pusden abajar dabide & una disapacidad
+ Programa de desarrolio smgracarial
[Eusiness: Entarprisa Frogram, BEF)
Airdn oS RONEE oon dEsapaiaiad visunl o6 Oeaiga

B oSS oh POpNGG th P ndependastin
an b iduaia de servicos do almania

+ Inductrize ds Gsongls para olagos
|Gecmgia Inducirisc Tor the Blind, GE)
(Cred oporunidaces Inbo s [an persosas
cagas 0208 Jecapaedad vl

Elegibilidad
Para callicar para nuestros senddos, su dlscapacidad

Pongase en contacto
con nosotros

G {844} 35T-4872
@ oS geargia.goy

PUEDE ALCANZAR EL

EXITO

CON NUESTRA AYUDA

Agencia de Rehabilitacion
Vocacional de Georgia

La Agencia de Rehabilitacion Vocacional de Georgia
(Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency, GVRA)
brinda apoyo a estudiantes con discapacidades
listos para explorar oportunidades profesionales

y educativas después de graduarse. Para obtener
mas informacion visite nuestro sitio web o llamenos.

www.gvs.georgia.gov

(844) 367-487

Agencla de Rehabllitacion
Vocaclonal de Georgla

La GVRA presenta la

Subvencion
Bud
MccCall

Hasta $17,725 al afio

Acerca de la subvencion
La subvencién Bud McCall se otorga a estudiantss con discapacidades
qus buscan oportunidades postsecundarias y otros servicios de rehabilitacidn

ional { i Rehabilitation, VR). Los estudiantss de pragrado y los estudiantss

con un plan de educacidn individuslizado (Individuslized Education Plan, IEF) o un plan 504

pusdsn ser candidatos para la subvencion y los ssrvicios de la Agsncia ds Rehabilitacidn
Veocacional de Georgia gi i ili Agency, GVRA). La subvencin
total anual total ea de $17,725 por hasta 5 afios.

Requisitos de elegibilidad

# Dsbs tenser una dizcapacidad permanents que results en un impsdimsento sustsncial
para &l emplao.

» Dsbs solicitar sarvicice y convertiras en clisnts de la GVRA.

* Dabs

ionar una carta de ion y P la solicitud gratuita de ayuda

prop:

faderal para estudiantss (Fres Application for Fedsral Student Aid, FAFSA) para un colegio

© universidad acreditada.

# Debe splicar todos los bensficios comparables para los cusles el individuo e= slegible,
incluidas las subvencicnses Pall, antes de aplicar la subvencién Bud McCall a su saldo.

* Debe snviar informacién actuslizada que incluya calificacionss, detallss ds ls cusnts dal
estudiants y horario de clases cada asu | para la

iPongase en contacto con nosotros hoy!

Visite refarral.gvs.ga.gov para presentar su solicitud en linea
o lldmenos al (844)367-4872, Para obtener mas informacidn,
wvisite gva.ga.gov o escanes ol codigo QR.
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Sensory Brochures (Large Print & Braille)

Sensory Brochures for Blind/Low Vision and Deaf, DeafBlind or Hard of Hearing Georgians

Resources for Blind or
Low Vision Individuals
and Deaf, DeafBlind,
or Hard of Hearing
Individuals

Resources for Blind or

Visually-Impaired
Individuals and Deatf,
DeafBlind, or Hard of
Hearing Individuals




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Outreach Materials Request Form

© o

GVRA-Agency Portal

+ New ~ 83 Page details Analytics

Outreach Materials
Request Form

Attending an event and need
materials promoting GVRA
services and opportunities?
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services
External Outreach
Outreach activities include the following:
« Georgia Partnership for Excellence in Education Rural Learning Network Quarterly Meetings

« Clarke County Schools, Fulton County Schools, Greene County Schools, Cobb County
Schools/Marietta City School, Atlanta Public Schools Transition Fairs

« National Federation for the Blind Monthly Meetings and Annual Conference in Macon
« Georgia Council on Developmental Disabilities Wellness Fair
* Northwest Georgia Housing Authority Annual Meeting

« Statewide campaign (Bud McCall) to local districts (email marketing)

GVRA




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

Internal Newsletters

Carla Murphy, Public Affairs/Communications Director
Carla.Murphy@gvs.ga.gov

GVRA
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Internal Newsletters

GVRA On Target Newsletter

GVRA

@n Target

Official Employee Newsletter of GVRA

EMPLOYEE
ASSISTANCE
PROGRAM

oooooooooooo

oooooooooooo

Roosevelt Warm Springs Newsletter

»
F Roosevelt Warm

Sprmgs ~

Y NEWSLETTER s

Pl
.

L

WIIAT'STIAPPENING TI IS MONTI 1

5/06-5/10 Employee Appreciaticn Week
5/08 Employee Appreciation Luncheon ,
5/12 Mother's Day %l s} ;';ﬁ‘

9/13-05/17 Transition Week Staff Appreciation Week
5/14 Sludenl Assembly @ 4:00 in the Audilorium

5/22 Slop Lhe Bleed Class
5/23 Graduation
5/27 Memorial Day/Staff Holiday

1
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
« GVRA Blue Day razy Sock/Tie Day unch and L o Jersey Day + GVRA Appare. Day

38




Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency

Public Affairs & Communications Update

Carla Murphy, Public Affairs/Communications Director
Carla.Murphy@gvs.ga.gov

QUESTIONS?

GVRA
=7
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services
GVRS Board New Business & Old Business

Tom Wilson, Chairman
GVRS Board@gvs.ga.gov

GVRA
=7
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Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Services

Annual Election of Board Officers

s Chairman — Tom Wilson (Incumbent)
% Vice Chairman — Faye Perdue (Incumbent)

s Secretary — Sandy Adams (Incumbent)

GVRA

41




Georgia Vocational Rehabillitation Services
GVRS Board Public Comments & Adjournment

Tom Wilson, Chairman
GVRS Board@gvs.ga.gov

GVRA
=
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